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MInIMuM 


Veterinary surgeons in the North of England are 
approaching this subject with commendable deliber- 
ation. Two important special meetings concerning 
it are on foot. One, under the auspices of the 
North of England Association, is advertised to take 
place at Newcastle-on-Tyne yesterday. The other, 
convened by the South Durham and North York- 
shire Association, to be held at Darlington next 
Friday. In each case the meeting is the outcome 
of a previous one by the convening Society, at 
which the subject was discussed, and its further 
consideration by a larger and more widely repre- 
sentative gathering decided upon. This shows that 
the members concerned recognise the magnitude of 
their undertaking, and are avoiding the dangers of 
deciding it hastily. 

It is easy to talk of the desirability of a scale of 
minimum fees for general practice. No veterinary 
ideal is likely to be more difficult to successfully put 
into practice, in many districts, at least. We can 
all appreciate the general nature of the difficulties 
to be met with; the problem is to find how far they 
apply to the given district or locality. Here local 
knowledge is essential ; and here the local societies 
can render invaluable aid. The more of them take 
up the question the better, so long as they approach 
its difficulties steadily. A hasty and imperfectly 
considered decision at a single meeting might do 
infinite harm. 


EQuine STRONGYLOSIS. 


At the last meeting of the South Durham and 
North Yorkshire Society, it is reported that Mr. 
Snaith exhibited an excellent specimen of a mesen- 
teric verminous aneurism, showing the strongylus 
armatus in position. It is not often that this lesion 
is shown at veterinary meetings in this country. 
Perhaps it would be seen more frequently if it were 
sought for more regularly ; for it is easily overlooked 
at an autopsy, and many practitioners do not usually 
search for it. Equine strongylosis has received a 
great deal of attention on the Continent; but not 
a few English clinicians are unaccountably disposed 
to disregard it. Yet it is undeniably a pathological 
factor, and may be a more frequent one in this 


island than some of us suppose. 


A NEW METHOD OF CASTRATION. 
By F. T. Harvey, F.R.0.v.s8. 


In The Veterinary Record for September 27th last 
there — a translation from the Spanish of a 
aper describing an operation for emasculating the 
orse by excision of the vas deferens, and in the 
issue of October 11th: the translated article is re- 
ferred to under the above heading. 

In The Veterinarian for September, 1863 there 
is a description of a similar operation by Mr. John 
Bretherton, of Calcutta. 

“The subject was a pony and a very vicious one. 
I commenced the operation by making a longitu- 
dinal incision about soporte in length along the 
course of the cord as near to the abdominal parietes 
as possible, and then, by inserting the fore-finger 
of my right hand, I drew out the cord, divided the 
vas deferens, and removed about an inch of the 
duct. The pony has never shown any vicious 
symptoms since the operation, and is now working 
quietly every day. 

In commenting on the operation, Professor Var- 
nell remarked that he saw no advantage in it over 
other methods already in use, unless it lessened the 
liability to peritonitis, and he further stated that a 
few years earlier a surgeon who occasionally visited 
the College had urged him to perform it, while 
another medical man had advised obliteration of 
the spermatic artery by ligature. 

There seems to be some confusion in the mind of 
the Spanish author of this so-called new operation, 
as to its general effect, for he says.—‘‘ Experimental 
operations performed at different periods of life, have 
not yielded exactly the same results.” He further 
appears to — the question of the removal of the 
nterstitial cells of the testicle as of small importance, 
whereas it seems in practice that it is the presence 
of the very cells (interstitial cells of Le dig) in the 
already sterile testicle of the “rig” which makes 
him such a nuisance and danger to mankind. It is 
also stated in the translation that castration causes 
a remarkable diminution in the power of resistance 
against both diseases and the ro occasioned by 
muscular labour, while Smith (1) describes the cas- 
trated animal as not being deficient either in stam- 
ina, strength, or capacity for work. It is probably 
a question of age, and the older the animal at the 
time of emasculation, the greater is the effect in 
reducing his stamina and capacity. Some investi- 
gators have stated that castration leads to po 
trophy of the thymus, or at least arrest of the 
usual degenerative process. This idea presupposes 
& compensatory mechanism between the testes and 
the thymus in feratehing an internal secretion, but 


according to Bayliss (2) there is no real evidence 
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in support of such a view. It is reasonable, how- 
ever, to suppose that compensatory action is 
developed somewhere in the castrated horse in 
order to make up for the loss of the internal secre- 
tion of the testicle, but that it is in a very modified 
orm. 

If the mere obliteration or blocking of the vas 
deferens is a sufficient castration of a horse when 
the testicles are in the scrotum, it certainly is not 
so when their position is abnormal, as in cryptor- 
chidism. All “rig” operators have noticed this. 
O’Connor (3) says “ Removing the epididymis only 


is not satisfactory, as the horse continues to “ rig ” | (6) 


afterwards.” He appears to think however, that 
destruction of the spermatic artery along with the 
vas deferens is effectual. 

This is, in effect, castration according to the 
Italian method (Burdizzo) Inglis (4). 

Why is it that an abdominal testicle though 
usually sterile continues to have such a marked 
effect on the temperament of the animal ? 

We see one set of cells (cells of the seminiferous 
tubes) becoming atrophied and useless in the ab- 
dominal testicles, and another set (interstitial cells) 
acquiring an exaggerated importance under similar 
conditions. 

In the normal animal the vas deferens is protec- 
ted from any change in its direction, or calibre; 
secretions find a ready exit, and function is main- 
tained. 

In the cryptorchid, the epididymis and vas de- 
ferens from the floating testicle may be the subject 
of pressure from the ever-changing volume of the 
intestinal contents, or stretching or torsion may be 
similarly induced. Intermittent obstruction to out- 
flow in time induces atrophy, and sterility follows. 
The ultimate result is the same as castration by 
obliteration or ligature of the vas deferens. The 


abdominal testicle becomes a mere endocrine organ. 


“ Ligature of the vas deferens causes atrophy of 
of the spermatogonia, and also in course of time, of 
the cells of Sertoli, leaving only the interstitial cells ; 
and yet there is no arrest of the development of the 
sexual character.” 

It is possible that in the operations alluded to 


earlier in this paper the blood supply of the testicle 


was also interfered with, and that there was com- 
plete atrophy of the organs in consequence. The 
abdominal testicle is favourably situated as regards 
its blood and lymph supply, ‘and the interstitial 


cells enjoy an added importance in consequence, 


but to the detriment of the animal’s utility. 

The position of the operation of castration in the 
Anesthetics Bill (Animals) 1919 is somewhat anom- 
alous. Seeing that the testicle is the only organ 
pesnerag special spinal sensory nerves, and there- 
ore is highly sensitive, it is truly remarkable that 
any surgical bungler may tear, squeeze, crush or cut 
it any way he chooses, and yet be within the law; 
while insensitive organs may not be manipulated, 
even by a careful and competent surgeon, except 
the animal be under an anesthetic at the time. 

The situation is Gilbertian—even if it is an expe- 
dient and necessary one. It is the visceral serous 
covering of the testicles which is the very sensitive 


part, while two other sensitive areas are passed 
through in reaching the organ, viz., the skin, and 
the subserous layer of the parietal tunic. 

Thus at least three separate spinal sensory nerve 
segments are involved in the operation, and yet what 
brutal handling of the parts one may sometimes 
witness ! 

“The only serous membrane sensitive is the vis- 
ceral layer of the tunica vaginalis. In tapping a 
hydrocele one can scratch the parietal layer and 
elicit no sensation, but the slightest scratch on the 
— layer produces exquisite pain. Mackenzie 
“ None of the serous surfaces have sensory nerves 
proper, with the exception of the tunica vaginalis 
testis. As the testis descends into the inguinal 
canal it carries before it certain elements of the ab- 
dominal wall and takes with it twigs from the gen- 
to-crural nerve. Adami (7). 

These points are of interest in regard to the em- 
ployment of local anesthetics for the operation of 
castration. 
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NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
SouTHERN CountTigEs Drtvision. 


An ordinary meeting of this Society was held at the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, Red Lion Square, 
on Thursday December 11th, when the President, Mr. 
G. H. Livesey, of Hove presided, and the following also 
signed the attendance book :—Messrs. Jas. T. Angwin, 
Arundel; Gerald W. Bloxsome, Hove; E. Whitley 
Baker, Wimborne ; Percival Carter, Worthing ; H. A. 
MacCormack, London ; F. G. Samson, Mitcham ; S. H. 
Slocock, Hounslow ; and A. C. Wild, Woking ; with 
Maj. F. J. Taylor and Mr. W. H. Brown visitors. 

On the proposition of Mr. MacCormack, seconded by 
Mr. Carter, the minutes of the previous meeting as pub- 
lished in The Veterinary Record were taken as and 
confirmed. 

The Hon. Sec., Capt. Jas. T. Angwin reported that he 
had received a notice of a meeting of the British Com- 
mittee of the Anglo-Franco-Belgian Vety. Relief Fund 
with a statement as to the financial position at the tim 
but Mr. Samson said the fund had now been closed, an 
in these circumstances no further action was taken in 
the matter, 

The Hon. Sec. also submitted a reply he had received 
from the College respecting the hypothetical case of pro- 
fessional etiquette which was brought forward at the 
previous meeting. This reply stated that the Registra- 
tion Committee, as it was not an advisory body, could 
not make any statement on a hypothetical case. 

With reference to the resolution passed at the previous 
meeting urging the desirability of members of the vet- 
erinary profession being appointed on the Consultative 
Councils which were to be established under the Mini- 
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stry of Health, the Hon. Sec. reported that he had re- 


ceived a post-card acknowledging its receipt by the | agreed 


Ministry, but nothing further. 

Another communication submitted by the Hon. Sec. 
under the mm of correspondence enclosed a copy of 
the regulations of the Victoria Veterinary Seneusiont 


Fund, and stated that the Council was very desirous of | 
bringing the activities of the Fund to the notice of the 
members of the profession, and especially of enlisting , 
the sympathies of the various veterinary associations. | 


Any approved Society contributing £2 2s. per year had 
the right to nominate a member of the Council. 

Mr. WuiTLey Baker remarked that during the ab- 
sence of the Hon. Sec. on active service he himself was 
put on the Council, and he bad in fact attended several 
of the meetings. He hoped they did not think he had 
presumed on his position in doing this, and he left it 
entirely to them to say whether they would now like 
the Hon. Sec. to represent them on the Council. They 
had always subscribed two guineas a year in addition to 
what the members had given privately. In most cases 
the subscribing Societies were represented by the Hon. 
Sec., and if Mr. Angwin would like to go, he would be 
only too pleased. 

Mr. ANGwIN remarked that in the _— papers he 
had before him the name of Mr. Whitley Baker ap- 
peared as attending, and he hoped he would continue to 
represent them. 

n reply to the President, Mr. Angwin made a pro- 
peo to that effect, Mr. Carter seconded, and this was 
to. 

Mr. MacCorMAck suggested that in notifying this to 
the Secretary of the fund they should also draw atten- 
tion to the fact that the Southern Counties had been 
subscribing £2 2s. a year for many years past. 

The PrestpENtT: The Secretary to the fund to be 
notified that we have been regular subscribers of £2 2s. 
per annum, and that the nomination of Mr. Whitley 
Baker as representing this Society was confirmed at our 
meeting to-day. 

On the proposition of Mr. Samson seconded by Mr. 
MacCormack a letter inviting the Society to send dele- 
gates to the 3lst Congress of the Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute at Birmingham next July was ordered to be placed 
on the agenda for consideration at the next meeting. 

The Hon. Sec. reported that he had also received let- 
ters or post-cards of regret at inability to attend from 
Mr. F. W. Garnett, Capt. H. Leeney, Messrs. Hobday, 
P. J. Simpson, W. Coveney, W. F. Maynard, Walter 
Burt, J. F. D. Tutt, G. Parr, M. E. White, G. P. Male, 
J. W. McIntosh and Charles Roberts. 

New Members. Three new members had been pro- 
posed at the previous meeting, but the Hon. See. said he 
was sorry to say one of these, Major Baxter would never 
be a member—he had recently died. 

Mr. E. Warrtey Baker remarked that although 
Major Baxter was not actually a member of their Society 
inasmuch as his election was down for confirmation that 
afternoon, he was sure they all regretted his death .and 
that it would be their wish that a letter of condolence 
and sympathy be sent to the relatives. He would like 
to make a proposition to that effect. Mr. MacCormack 
seconded and this was silently agreed to. 

The Hon. Sec. said he saw that Mr. Walter Burt was 
coming up for election as a member of the Council again 
next year and he thought they would all like to see him 
representing them once more on that body. The actual 
election was not till next June, but he thought it well 
to mention the fact that day. 


The Prestpent : Certainly, and perhaps you will see | y 


that it is brought before us again at our next meeting. 

The PrestpENT next moved that the election of Mr. 
G. P. Male of Reading and Mr. J. W. MeIntosh of Lon- 
don, who had been nominated at the last meeting, be 


confirmed. Mr. Whitley Baker seconded this and it was 
to nem. con. 

The PresIDENT had also much pleasure in nominating 
Major F. W. Taylor as a member of their Society. 
Most of them would remember him as a former Presi- 
dent of the Midland Counties Association, and he hoped 
they might frequently have the pleasure of his presence 
at their meetings, and that he would be the means of 
infusing a little fresh enthusiasm into their proceedings. 
Mr. Angwin seconded. 

In pursuance of notice, the President nominated Mr. 
F. W. Garnett, C.B.E. m.n.c.v.s., of Windermere, as an 
Honorary Associate under rule 22. He was very sorry 
indeed that Mr. Garnett was unable to be present that 
afternoon, because he was a member of the profession 
who deserved well at their hands, and whom they ought 
to go out of their way to honour now that he had retired 
from the Presidential chair of their College. Mr. Gar- 
nett, as they knew, lived at Windermere, and his accep- 
tance of the office of President of the College had meant 
the disadvantage of long journeys to London on innu- 
merable occasions. And his presidency had not been 
confined to one year only, but it had run through five— 
a record which had only been exceeded by the first 
President, of their College, Mr. Thomas Turner, and by 
by the late Dr. Fleming. Not only had Mr. Garnett 
been put to a very great personal expense in carryin 
out the duties of the office, but he had thrown hinvself 
heart and soul into the work, and had done well for them. 
In the past their profession had been very generous 
in recognising the worth of foreigners, but very slow in 
recognising the worth of men at home. If they would 
look at the Register of the R.C.V.S. they would see a 
fairly long list of 45 honorary and foreign associates, but 
among them he could find the name of one veterina 
surgeon in Britain, and he was my 4 to say many of the 
foreigners were Huns. He felt that their society at 
least should take the lead in adding, if possible, further 
honour to Mr. Garnett. To elect a man a honorary 
associate is the highest honour within their power as a 
society to confer, and he asked them to grant it to Mr. 
Garnett. If he might give them a few particulars of 
Mr. Garnett’s work he might remind them that previous 
to 1914 when he was first elected President of the College, 
he was Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee. He 
it was who resuscitated the proposal to provide an in- 
come for the R.C.V.S. by means of an Annual Fee, 
which resulted in the production of the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act (Amendment) Bill in 1909. This Bill has 
been presented over and over again in Parliament, but 
no progress has yet been made. 1) 

As Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee he was 
the prime mover in obtaining the insertion of a definition 
of “ Veterinary Surgeon ” in Several Parliamentary Bills, 
both public and private, all such Bills (when the inter- 
ests of the profession are affected) being brought before 
the Committee. From 1910 the Committee worked to 
obtain exemption for Veterinary Surgeons from the 
higher motor and petrol taxes, but did not succeed until 
1915. The Committee obtained substantial amend- 
ments to the Milk and Dairies Bills before they passed 
so as to provide that the inspection of cattle should 
always be carried out by a Veterinary Surgeon. Mr. 
Garnett, as Chairman of the Committee, gave evidence 
before the Departmental Committee on the Public Vet- 
erinary Services in 1912, and he served on the Committee 
appointed later to draw up the petition for the Charter 
of 1914 and the regulations for the D.V.S.M. He was 
elected President in 1914. During the previous two 
ears he had been Treasurer of the British Committee 
for the Tenth International Veterinary Congress, which 
entailed a tremendous amount of hard work. The out- 
break of war stopped the Congress, but greatly added 
to the work to be done by the President, 
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A new Committee of the Council was appointed—the 
War emg sem Committee —of which he was Chairman, 
and this Committee was kept busy for the first four 
years of his Presidency in dealing with such matters as 
the exemption of veterinary students from military ser- 
vice to enable them to complete their course of training, 
the ry of special examinations, and the recruiting 

or the R.A.V.C. He was directly instrumen- 
tal in obtaining much better terms of pay and promotion 
for veterinary officers, and improving the status of vet- 
erinary officers in the Territorial Force. This work 
involved the President in frequent visits to London. 
Indeed he was compelled to stay in town for weeks at a 
time. When the Veterinary Tribunal was established 
Mr. Garnett was nominated by the President of the 
Local Government Board to be its Chairman. He had 
previously received the honour of the C.B.E. 

Mr. Garnett was sent out in the spring of 1919 by the 
Ministry of Reconstruction as a Member of the Civil 
Advisory Board in France, and was stationed at Lille, 
his duties being to advise officers and men of like edu- 
cational standing who desired to enter the Profession. 
He was afterwards appointed by the Ministry of Labour 
as a member of the Grants Committee which carries out 
the government scheme for maintenance and training 

nts to ex-service candidates to enable them to qualify 
or admission to the profession. 

He thought they would agree with him that services 
such as these deserved racognition at the hands of the 

rofession. They had already been recognised by the 

overnment to a small extent by giving him a C.B.E., 
and he asked them to receive the proposition he was 
making that day with the full confidence that they would 
back him up and carry it by a unanimous vote (applause). 

Mr. Sampson had very much pleasure in seconding. 
They one and all knew the immense services, time and 
money, which Mr. Garnett had devoted to their pro- 
fession, and he heartily endorsed all the President 
said, and had much pleasure in seconding the nomina- 
tion. 

Mr. Wairtey Baker was equally in favour of the 
proposition, and inasmuch as he presumed a notification 
of their decision would be officially communicated to 
Mr. Garnett, he suggested that the notification should 
be accompanied by an assurance from the Society that 
they really did appreciate all he had done for the pro- 
fession of which they were members (hear, hear.) The 
resolution was carried with applause. 

London and the last Thursday in March were decided 
as the place and date of the next meeting which will be 
the Annual Meeting for the election of officers, etc. 

The Presipent brought forward the question of the 
revision of the rules. The present rules he said were 
drawn up in March 1904 the Society having been inaug- 
urated in 1881, and naturally some of them want re- 
vising. One thing they wanted to do if possible was to 
put a little more vitality into the Society, and make it 
of more definite value to the profession than it is. He 
suggested that they appoint a small sub-committee to go 
through the rules and report as to any necessary altera- 
tions at the next meeting. 

Mr. MacCormack proposed that the President, Hon. 
Treasurer, and Hon. Sec. should put their heads together 
and give them their advice at the next meeting. Mr. 
Samson seconded this. 

The PREsIDENT, the only difficulty is that we all 
bengee to live at the three corners of a large triangle. 

r. WHITLEY Baker remarked that if he lived nearer 
the President he would be only too pleased to help, but 
they wanted a workable sub-committee, and he sugges- 
ted that they should leave it to the President to get two 
other members who lived near him to assist him. 

The PresrpEnt : Put Mr. MacCormack on it. He has 
an extraordinary experience of other Societies. Mr, 


MacCormack, thank you Mr. President, but I must 
decline (laughter). 

Mr. ANGWIN proposed that the President, Mr. Blox- 
some and Mr. Carter should be deputed to consider the 
matter. They lived fairly close to one another. 

Mr. WHiTLey Baker had much pleasure in seconding 
this, and Mr. MacCormack having withdrawn his first 
proposition, it was agreed to. 

Mr. CARTER raised the question of the payment of 
back subscriptions, and suggested that if any members 
intending resigning they should pay up their arrears 
first. He mentioned this because he had heard there 
was a likelihood of one or two resigning who in fact 
were in arrear. 

Mr. ANGWIN said there were unfortunately certain 
gentlemen who had been elected members of the Society 
and who had never attended a meeting or paid a sub- 
scription. They had the opportunity of drawing back 
when they were elected, but they did not do so. On 
the contrary they tacitly accepted the honour, and per- 
sonally he thought it was very bad form if they did not 
support the Society—at any rate to the extent of paying 
their subscriptions, even if they could not attend the 
meetings. He had heard of one case in which a gentle- 
man who was elected in 1913 had never attended a 
meeting and who had never paid a subscription although 
he had not been out of the country. 

The PresipENT took it that they wanted some rule 
drawn up dealing with these back yp ompee 

Mr. WuitLey Baker remarked that the suggestion 
he was going to make might seem a somewhat drastic 
and unpleasant one, but he did not think it was more 
so than the circumstances required. It was that all 
those in arrear should be written to, as they invariably 
were already, and that if they did not reply their names 
should be removed from the membership list and a 
notification entered on the minutes. This might seem 
an unpleasant thing to do, but he thought that a man 
who could be appealed to time after time, and ignored 
his obligations and liabilities, had no excuse to make if 
his delinquencies were reported. There was also another 

int he would like to make. He was very much afraid 

rom his own er that some of the gentlemen 
whose names had been submitted for membership had 
been proposed without their conseut having been first 
obtained ; and he would like to see some provision made 
in the new rules guarding against this. 

The PRESIDENT quite agreed. Anyone who proposed 
another member of the profession for membership ought 
to first get the consent of that gentleman to accept the 
position. He was afraid the root trouble was really lack 
of enthusiasm. Some of them might answer that if 
there was lack of enthusiasm the Society was not ful- 
filling its proper purpose, and that it could not be all the 
fault of the members, it must to some extent also be the 
fault of the Society. He did not know what could be 
done but he would like to see a little more push and go 
infused into the Sosiety. 

Mr. CaRTER pointed out that there was a social side 
to the Society’s usefulness. 

The PREsIDENT replied that the difficulty was to get 
the members to see it. After all, a Society was what 
the members themselves made of it. 

Mr. Stocock suggested that the new rule on this 
matter should be made permissive that the names might 
be read out. 

Mr. MacCorMack agreed to the names of defaulters 
being read out, but he was against their names being 
published. 

_ The Presipgent: They should not be published except 
in our own minutes in any case. 

Mr. ANGwIN brought forward the question of selecting 
a new Hon. Sec. He took on the office he said at the 
special wish of their President and one or two members, 
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and he had done the best he could, but he found it was 
very difficult to continue in the office. He was perfectly 
om geman to do his best as he had always done, but he 
reason to believe that Mr. Carter, of Worthing, 
might be persuaded to accept the post. He had muc 
more time (dissent from Mr. Carter) and would, he was 
sure, make a much better secretary. If they would take 
a proposition that Mr. Carter be appointed Hon. Sec. 
he would be only too pleased to throw off the mantle 
which had hung on his shoulders for so — 

Mr. MacCormack, you cannot make a change in the 
middle of the year (laughter). 

Mr. ANGwin: We are nearly at the end now. 

The PresipDENT : I am afraid I must rule that out of 
order Mr. Angwin. It is a business that is not on the 
_ agetida, and must come up in due course at the next 
annual meeting. 
Mr. ANGWIN : 
(laughter). 


“Some IMPRESSIONS GAINED IN THE RovaLARMy VET- 
ERINARY CORPS DURING THE YEARS 1914—1919.” By 
Captain GERALD W. BLOXxsoME. 


Mr. President and gentleman, no paper being forth- 
coming for this meeting, all the members apparently 
being affected with the strike fever, our President, as a 
last hope, asked me if I could not say something with 
regard to -- experiences in the R.A.V.C. Well gentle- 
men, I could say a great deal, but I fear the language 
necessary to do the subject justice would be hardly Par- 
age > I have however jotted down a few impres- 
sions. I do not pretend that there is anything scientific 
in them. Possibly they may be pene and if I do 
tread on anybody’s corns I[ hope they will forgive me, 
and take it out in discussion. 

There is an old saying that with a physic ball, mag. 
sulph., white lotion and a bottle of embrocation you can 
start and carry on a veterinary practice, and there isa 
lot of truth in it. Almost my first impression was the 
really wonderful results that can be attained with the 
barest minimum of drugs and appliances. When one 
contrasts the well filled shelves of the average pharmacy 
and the officers chest of the R.A.V.C. the question is 
forced on us—are all these things necessary? Of course, 
civilian practice and military practice are two very 
different things The civilian depends on his practice 
for his bread and butter. He also has to study his 
clients, and the sale of medicines appeals enormously to 
the ledger. The majority of the public will have 
medicines, and if they are not supplied by the veterinary 
practitioner they will be by the medicine vendor. The 
military practitioner, on the other hand, has none of 
these points to consider. Whether he cures or kills, his 
ledger shows the same returns. He has no clients other 
than his superior officer to consider, and the sale of 
medicines does not appeal to him. But he has always 
in front of him and haunting him from daylight to dark, 
“Returns.” Returns of every possible thing from horses 
and mules down to horse shoe nails and candidates for 
Holy Orders. Nothing must interfere with their ae 
delivery at the proper office. Roads may be impassable, 
despatch riders may be killed, your stationery lost, the 
Boche may be on you, or you may be on trek — 


Very well I have given you warning 


but your return must be there. Inaccuracies do an 
must occur on such occasions, but that is immaterial as 
long as the return is to hand moneky. 2%, 

As an example of good results with the minimum of 
drugs, bomb and shell wounds occur to me. Around 
Ypres we used to get from eighty to a hundred cases 

r day in the mobile section, evacuating to the base 
hospitals was difficult, trains being few and far between, 
and the only way was by road—a two days trek for 
anything that could ibly walk, so that we frequently 
had from 250 to 300 in the lines and possibly only eight 


or ten men available. All that we could do was to 
remove any piece of shell within reach and syringe or 
sponge with a solution of creosol, and if granulations 
were too free, rubbing with the end of a chloral hydrate 
ball. Yet the results were marvellous, and rarely was 
there any septic condition ; and what often looked like 
hopeless cases at first were in a week or two well on the 
road to recovery. The majority of cases of sprained 
tendon and ligaments responded to hot and cold water 
and the hay bag. Cases of influenza and strangles did 
well in the open with steaming with the hay and 
nothing in the shape of medicines. Cases of picked up 
nail, which were ng common, pownes the discovery 
of the nail was not delayed too ong and the puncture 
well opened up, did well with poulticing and soaking 
the foot in a hot solution of creosol and water. The 
uses of creosol were endless. Besides being an excellent 
antiseptic, diluted with two parts of water it makes a 
very good stimulating liniment, and it is excellent as a 
blister with the great advan that there is no irrita- 
tion. I have never known a horse or mule take avy 
notice of it. It should be rubbed in neat, after clipping 
the hair, for from three to five minutes. Three minutes 
will be found quite sufficient for the shoulder or stifle, 
but joints such as the coronet or fetlock will stand five 
minutes. We used to get a lot of cases of shoulder 
lameness, especially mules, and in the latter also stifle 
lameness, but a few days of hot and cold water treat- 
ment, and in the most obstinate cases blistering with 
creosol, worked wonders. 

The way I found out the blistering properties of 
creosol was quite an accident. I had a very stupid 
farrier sergeant, and I gave him some creos.l to use for 
making a wash out. About two days afterwards he 
mentionedthatthe horse had been very itchy, and onlook- 
ing at it, to my surprise there was a tremendous blister 
but no irritation at all. I asked him what he had done 
and he said “Oh I used that ’ere stuff you gave me ina 
bottle.” “ But didn’t you dilute it at all?” I asked, and he 
replied, “ No, I just rubbed it in as it was!” 

Another point that struck me very much was the 
wonderful F eng of endurance to exposure that are 
latent in the horse and mule. Of course, in their 
natural state they will stand almost any winter runnin 
out, but that is an entirely different thing to being tied 
in one position and more or less unable to move. The 
animal that is loose can adapt himself, he can put his 
stern to the wind, he can find sheltered positions, and 
he can move about. Not so the animal in the lines, 
There he is and there he bas to stay, and it is almost 
human to hear mules in the lines crying in the most 
ne manner when they think they are getting a 

it too bad. Provided the condition is nay at the 
commencement of winter;*the journeys not too lon 
and a full forage ration available, most animals ho 
their own well, even in open lines with no shelter. 
The two things that tell worst are cold winds and mud. 
The former can to a certain extent be got over by choice 
of position, although this’ frequently was not possible. 
owing to military eo requiring large numbers o 
animals in one locality, where they were natural] 
exposed both to the weather, and to bomb and shell 
fire. Wind screens were a great help, and even walls of 
mud built up some four or five feet were a great pro- 
tection both from winds and also from injnory from 
exploding bombs and shells. Mud was a bad enemy to 
beat. Of course an overhead shelter protected the 
standing to a great extent, and permanent camps always 
had them, but when this was not possible in advanced 
areas much could be done by laying down hard stand- 
ings composed of bricks from ruined houses, or a 
foundation of fascines with a top layer of shale. Bedding 
of course was never thought of until the later st. 
when we were advancing and got into former 
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ree A and found well stocked barns. Then we did 
bed with straw or hay, but any animal will rest well on 
bare brick. Long standing in mud will in time kill any 
animal. When it gets really deep — never lie down, 
and when from ustion they finally go down, they 
never get up: you can shoot them at once. Naturally 
the worst mud occurs in the winter, and it is then 
usually in a half frozen condition which makes matters 
still worse. I have had artillery horses standing in mud 
up to their knees and hoeks on the Ancre, and the 
mortality was awful. The waste too in was 
appalling. Nosebags would get off and be lost, haynets 
torn off the line suffered the same fate ; and of course 
oa fed “off the ground” was almost entirely 
wusted. 

Another factor that militated very adversely was the 
wage my of sending remounts from the Depots to units 

m the line in the winter freshly cli out. These 
animals came from comfortable quarters, in the depth 
of winter, often only clipped out a day or two before, 
with no rugs ; on detraining they were put on the lines 
I have described probably without rugs, and in two or 
three weeks time they would be passing back to the 
Mobile Section for evacuation as cases of Debility. 

Incidentally, an as to which animals 
and particular breeds roug it the best was fairly 
well cleared up. Without “> hesitation I should say 
the mule was an easy first, both as regards ability to 
stand the worst climatic conditions and to perform a 
maximum of work on a minimum of food. Next in 
order come the “stuffy cob.” This type was marvellous. 
No day seemed too long for them, and as a rule they “= 
their flesh wonderfully. The heavy cart horse of the 
Shire t was not a good campaigner. He did all 
right when under cover, and on a full forage ration, and 
not too long journeys over bad. or apologies for roads. 
The blood horse stood exposure badly, and usually went 
all to pieces. His heart was , but the flesh was 
quite unable to carry out the wish of the spirit. 

I will now turn for a moment to skin troubles. In 
the history of all great wars skin troubles loom large ; 
it seems to be the natural outcome of a large number o 
animals collected in small areas ; and the war of 1914- 
15 was no exception. I think ——— mange was worse 
in England than overseas. Statistics may prove the 
‘contrary, but yon cannot altogsther depend on these. 
Hundreds and hundreds of cases in France and Belgium 
‘went down to the hospitals from the lines with the red 
labe) of mange ‘on them which were not mange at all ; 
the reason being that a unit could not afford to take the 
risk of keeping a doubtful case. Most armies required 
the veterinary officer in charge of a unit to state defi- 
hitely whether a suspicious case was mange or not, and 


the only safe course left to the veterinary officer was to | 


- A mange, and send the animal in to the mobile section, 
ere he was usually put on the mange line and in due 
course evacuated to the skin hospital, when no question 
‘was ever raised. In many cases I used to take scrapings 
when I had time and opportunity, and a few were re- 
turned to units if no clinical symptoms were apparent 
and the microscopical examination negative. Forage 
acari caused many cases simulating mange. Loss of 
hair was enormous, great patches being laid bare ; as a 
rule there was not much irritation, bnt you could pull 
the hair‘out by the finger full. As a general rule the 
‘mule was not quite so susceptible to skin trouble as the 
horse, but when he did beome affected he made no half 
measures about it. The French took very little notice 
of mange, merely keeping affected animals together and 
working them. In many centres a short way back from 
the line “dips were built and all animals in that 
‘particular ‘Corps went through. The dip was Liq. Cal- 
‘cis, ‘and in fine weather it worked very well, each di 

‘dortg about 3,000 animals a week, but in wet weather 


think it did more harm than good. Although each ani- 
mal was supposed to have its feet picked out and | 
and feet washed before entering, it was impossible to 

it thoroughly in the time, and the bath get very dirty 
and even caused irritation in healthy skins. Ringworm 
was also very common, but Liq. Calcis was a specific 
cure, and these cases were always treated in the lines. 

_ A very serious skin disease which had its origin as far 
as I know in the late war was necrotic dermatitis, and 
its sister, ulcerative cellulitis. Both were the immediate 
outcome of long continued standing in semi-liquid half 
frozen mud. This caused a localised necrosis and af- 
forded in to the organ, which undoubtedly was 
contained in the mud. The results were appalling. In 
necrotic dermatitis the seat was usually between the 
coronet and the fetlock and in an incredibly short time 
—after a few days onl, a large slough as big as the 
palm of one’s hand would occur, laying bare the subcu- 
taneous vessels better than any dissection could possibly 
do. In ulcerative cellulitis the seat was above the fet- 
lock, and characterised by the formation of ulcerative 
nodules about the size ota walnut. These would either 
burst or be opened and their contents discharged, but 
were very slow in healing. Both affections were really 
varieties of the same disease and due to the same cause, 
and hardly ever caused lameness except in the few very 
severe cases where the slough penetrated the jsynovial 
capsule of a joint. At first we used to treat the milder 
cases, and if taken in hand at once a recovery was often 
effected ; but latterly when they became so numerous 
this was impossible, and they were all sent to the base 
hospital except the very bad ones, which were shot. 
How long the organism remains active in the mud is 
doubtful, but when “ resting ” near Fierbut I had several 
cases of a mild type in horses belonging to a French 
farmer. These were running in some low lying pastures 
on the bank of the Somme where a lot of army horses 
had been quartered the winter before. 

One of the worst diseases we had to contend with, and 
one that was responsible for an enormous wastage, was 
ophthalmia. It was called ophthalmia for want of a 
better name, but it was of a different nature to the cases 
we are accustomed to in civilian practice. It usually 
began with the eye more or less closed, and copious 
weeping. To combat this he was egated and put, if 
possible, in the shade or some sheltered place, and a 
piece of linen soaked in a solution of boracic acid and 
zinci sulph. put in position to cover the eye. When rhis 
condition began to mend, after 10 or 12 days, the con- 
junctiva was found to be opaque and the horse blind. 

The treatment I found most successful with was insuf- 
flating the conjunctiva with powdered sugar. This was 
always of the white granulated kind, and after pulver- 
ising in a mortar, a tube was made of a bit of paper 
rolled round a pencil, a little sugar placed in it, the eye- 
lid opened and the contents blown in. In the majorit 
of cases this cleared up the opacity and sight returned, 
but as a rule only for a short time. It would recur two 
or three times at varying intervals, and the final result 
was blindness in one or both eyes—generally both. I 
believe they worked hard at the base hospitals to dis- 
cover the cause, and some appropriate treatment, but 
nothing came of it except some sheets of highly technical 
literature and varying methods of treatment that could 
not possibly be carried out by the veterinary officer in 
charge of units, 

In conclusion, I think we may be very proud of the 
work done by the R.A.V.C. during the late war. Was- 
tage was necessarily high, but not so high as was expec- 

, and this was largely due to the work done by the 
veterinary officer in charge of units and his veterinary 
sergeants. The latter were excellent. In carrying out 
the instructions of the veterinary officer and dressing 
cases they frequently had a long round daily over areas 
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that were constantly being shelled and bombed, and I 
have yet to hear of a single man who ever shirked his 
work. They would collect the cases on to the sick lines 
ready to be seen, go up to the advanced posts and bring 
in those requiring attention, and were altogether invalu- 
able. Occasionally, as was also the case in the R.A.M.C., 
arrangements broke down owing no doubt to military 
igencies, but the units sooner or later got their cases 
to the mobile section, and the latter in turn got them by 
road or rail to the base hospitals. In goiug by road the 
method adopted was to put about twenty animals on a 
long rope one each side alternately, two good walkers 
would be placed in front, and two of,the lamest behind ; 
this kept the rope taut. One mounted man at each end 
and one in the middle were sufficient for leading pur- 
From four to six such strings would be sent at 

once under the charge of a N.C.O. and always got there. 
The only drawback was that you could not halt. You 
always had tokeep on moving, and where the trek was 
a long one staying camps were a at convenient in- 
tervals'on theroute. Latterly Corps evacuating stations 
were tried, to which mobile sections sent their animals, 
in the same manner as Field Ambulances sent their 
patients to clearing stations ; but this method involved 
a large amount of man power and more officers. It also 
delayed the arrival of cases at the base hospitals for 
some days, and it was not altogether a success. One 
could not help wishing for more uniformity and contin- 
uity. Each Corps had its particular method, and each 
was more or less in rivalry with the other, and on going 
into a fresh Corps area it was necessary to find out its 
mode of procedure or trouble was the result. Well 
gentlemen, I think [ have —_— you long enough. It was 
a great life ; and for those who came through, young or 
old, the experiences gained can only have beneficial re- 
sults on our lives—private or professional. (Applause). 


NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
Countizs Division. 


A general meeting was held at 10 Red Lion Square 
on Friday November 28th. The chair was taken by the 


President (Mr. G. P. Male) and there were present © on 
W. W. Jiirgensen, Prof. H. Wooldridge, f. Bra y 
Reynolds, and Messrs. P. J. Simpson, G. Upton, J. B. 


Buxton, H. MacCormack, J. H. McIntosh, A. E. Wil- 
lett, W. A. Hancock, W. H. Anderson, and E. Brown, 
with the Hon. Sec., Mr. J. C. Coleman, and the Hon. 
Treas., Mr. J. Willett. 

On the proposition of Mr. MacCormack, seconded by 
the hon. sec., the minutes were taken as read. 

Apologies for absence were read from Messrs. King, 
Abingdon ; Maj. Meredith, Maynard, Romsey ; T. B. 
Goodall, F. H. Cundall, F. Willett and S. H. Slocock. 
Mr. Goodall wrote : “ Many thanks for your notification, 
but the state of my health is now so very unsatisfactory 
that I am afraid that I shall never again have the 
pleasure of attending a oe of the R.C.V.M.A., 
though one dreads getting out of touch with so many 
happy memories and associations. I feel it scarcely fair 
that you should be troubled with correspondence on my 
account. I have been confined to my room for months. 

The CHAIRMAN said it would be the wish of all that 
they should reply to the letter ani say how much they 
regretted his inability to be present at their meetings 
and also pointing out how helpful he had been on many 
occasions, his invariable willingness to lend his support 


to the Association, and his keen sympathy with them. 

He was already one of the very few honorary associates 

= the Association and he w 
80. 


d of course continue to 


The CuarIRMAN nominated Capt. Jiirgensen for mem- 
bership of the Association. Capt. Jiirgensen had been 
with them on several occasions, they had all enjoyed 
his company very much and they hoped they would con- 
tinue to meet him. 

a, Simpson seconded the nomination which was 
carried. 

Messrs. T. W. ee Aldershot ; B. A. McGuire, 
Bicester ; and W. P. Loft, Basingstoke were then unani- 
mously elected on the proposition of the Chairman, 
by Mr. J. C. Coleman. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


In accordance with the usual practice of electing the 
senior Vice-President as President, Mr. W. T. D. Broad, 
was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by the 
Hon. Sec. for the office. He had taken a great interest 
in the Association, said Mr. Male, and had always atten- 
ded whenever possible. In the event of his being un- 
able to accept the position Mr. Parker of Farringdon, 
was selected in reserve. 

Vice-Presidents were elected as follows :—Messrs, G. 
P. Male, Parker, Verney, and J. H. McIntosh, the addi- 
tion of the latter name being moved by Mr. Willett and 
seconded by Mr. Upton. 

Hon. Auditor. Mr. Verney was re-elected 

Hon. Secretary. Mr. Willett proposed and Mr. Cole- 
man seconded that Mr. Smmpson should take over the 
ag and this was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. Srmpson said he would much sooner have seen 
some younger blood come forward to take up the position 
which he had previously occupied for seven years, but 
he would try his best for a ycar if no one else would 
come forward. 

Hon. Treasurer. On the motion of Mr. Willett. 
seconded by Mr. Buxton, Mr. Male was unanimously 
elected hon. treasurer, both Mr. Willett and Mr. Cole- 
man, the retiring secretary and treasurer, having consen- 
ted to take office only for a year. 


secon 


After a short discussion, Reading was fixed as the 
venue for the next meeting, as being the most convenient 
centre for the majority of members. The meeting 


= take place on the last Friday in January (the 
Report on Newcastie ConFERENCE. 
Mr. G. P. Maue. 


I do not intend to weary you with a detailed account 
of the proceedings at the Newcastle conference of the 
Royal Sanitary Institute, as you must already have read 
in the Journals the Papers contributed there, the dis- 
cussions that ensued and some very admirable 
resumés from various delegates. As your delegate, how- 
ever, you will expect me to present to you some aspects 
of the meeting which have not been previously reported 


upon. 
In the first place I should like to express my appre- 
ciation of the excellent arrangements made "by th 
Newcastle authorities for the reception and entertain- 
ment of the — poe Every day there were ¢xcursions 
up the river and to various places of interest: there 
were Receptions and Garden Parties given by the Mayor 
of Newcastle and others, and a Dinner presided over by 
the Duke of Northumberland who took a great interest 


in the proceedings. My time being limited I was not 
able to avail myself of the opportunities provided, much 
to my regret. 


_ The meetings were ably presided over by Mr. Malcolm 
in his usual business-like and courteous style. He gave 
a very interesting account of his work in freeing taber- 
culous herds around Birmingham, and pointed out the 
danger of allowing even recently infected animals to 
remain in a He was quite convinced from 

- pean that they were frequently a source of infec- 

on. 
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Sir S. Stockman sent a very on 
Rabies which was very ably criticised by . Gaiger, 
who urged the necessity of providing a large area for 
muzzling operations, owing to the wanderings of rabid 
dogs. He thought that if the veterinary side of the 
Board of Agriculture framed the rules and regulations 
relating to animal diseases there would be more chance 
of eradicating them. 

Prof. Gofton’s paper on mange was well thought out, 
and included some original observations on the incidence 
of the disease. He exhibited a chart which showed 
very clearly that the number of cases greatly increased 
during the Autumn and Winter, and decreased in the 
Spring and Summer. 

_ Messrs. lass and Priestly’s paper related to the 
disposal of offal, and was chiefly of interest to Municipal 
Authorities. Being a record of their own work at 
Sheffield, it was most helpful to other towns. 

Mr. Hugh Begg’s paper contained much food for care- 
ful consideration and thought. Unfortunately he was 
not able to be there to read it, and coming late in the 
day it did not receive the attention it merited. 

he same remarks apply to that very excellent paper 
of Dr. Share-Jones, and it was unfortunate that so many 
a were arranged for one day, the result being that 
only the first two or three were properly discussed, and 
there was no time to consider and pass resolutions in 
time to place them before the whole conference. 

Mr. Hugh Begg showed in how many ways the County 
Inspector could be of service to the community in Public 
Health matters, and also how his own work could be 
brought into line with that of the part-time inspectors. 
The County Iuspector would act in a very similar manner 
to the Medical Officer of Health, and would relieve the 

ctitioner of some of his di able duties under the 
iseases of Animals Acts and Orders ; at the same time 
not interfering with his duties as inspector. Personally 
I have been very doubtful on this point, as the part- 
time experienced inspector, knowing the local conditions 
and having the confidence of ~~ would be more 
useful than a young inexperienced man dumped on the 
community, for it would impossible to obtain suffic- 
ient men of standing to occupy these positions at the 
salaries offered. It ap to be a workable system 
— the right man was at the head, 7.e., one who 
ad sufficient knowledge and tact to work with the part- 
time inspectors, who in my opinion it would be very 
bad policy to supersede. ; 

Dr. Share- Jones showed that the United Kingdom was 
very much behind nearly all civilized countries in its 
number of veterinary surgeons per head of the popula- 
tion. Whereas in Denmark the output is 1 in 133,000 of 
the Germany 1 in 210,000, France 1 in 
300,000, in the United Kingdom it is only 1 in 509,000. 
Veterinary mapnote in other countries were required very 
largely for Public Health work. In Germany for ex- 
awn 1180 were engaged in meat inspection. The 
U.S.A. some years ago employed 775, and other countries 
in proportion. He went on to show by other interesting 
facts and figures that other countries are doing far more 

we to encou and finance veterinary science. 

It is a pity that this paper was not read before the 
whole conference and that it was not reproduced in the 
peer press, as the convincing arguments could not have 

ailed to impress the public that to starve the veterinary 

rofession is neither good for them, for agriculture, nor 
for the country generally. 

A resolution was proposed and seconded by represen- 
tatives from two City Corporations to the effect that 
private slaughterhouses should be abolished, and that 
veterinary surgeons should be appointed to carry out 
meat inspections. Coming from this source [ trust it 
will carry due weight with the Authorities. What with 


good papers, good discussion, and good company, it was 
a most enjoyable conference. 

I trust that we as an Association, if we have the funds, 
will always send a delegate. The more delegates that 
are sent, and the higher the tone of the papers, the more 
consideration we shall receive ; and if delegates attended 
other sections and took yet in the discuseions, which 
in many cases they would be quite able to do, the veter- 
inary profession would have no cause to complain that 
their section of the conference is treated in any way 
inferior to those of other branches. As the conference 
of Veterinary Inspectors took place on the preceedin 
day the delegates were able to be present at bot 
meetings, and both derived considerable benefit. Next 
year, I believe, the same procedure is to be adopted 


Mr. Stmpson said it would be impossible to add any- 
thing to Mr. Male’s report, and asked the meeting to 
accord him a very hearty vote of thanks for attendin 
on their behalf, for giving such an excellent report of 
the proceedings. The speaker had attended in a private 
capacity as he happened to be a rather enthusiastic 
member of the Sanitary Institute, and he would like 
particularly to emphasise Mr. Male’s remarks to the 
effect that these meetings were a tremendous outlet for 
their Association, and gave them a valuable yee 
of showing their worth to the general public. Muc 
could be done there, for the resolutions passed by the 
Sani Inssitute through the various sections bore con- 
siderable weight wherever they went. He ho that 
everybody who could possibly attend would do so, 
whether as delegates or private individuals, because the 
Institute did appreciate the veterinary profession high- 
ly, and were most anxious to do all they possibly could 
to forward the interests of veterinary surgeons and in- 
spectors—more particularly those who dealt with Pub- 
lic Health. 

Mr. MacCormacx seconded the resolution which was 
passed with acclamation. 

Mr. Upton said that though he might be old-fashioned, 
in his ideas he considered there was a lot of scaremong- 
ering going on at the present day, He believed in Prof. 
Robertson’s dictum—that g cooking of meat was 
better than the whole army of veterinary inspectors 
from Lands End to John o’ Groats. If only they could 
convince the public of the truth of this statement, and 
get them to cook their meat properly, they would be 
accomplishing a far more useful purpose. That was the 
whole crux of the matter. 

The CHAIRMAN described Mr. Upton’s suggestions as 
practical ; but Mr. Brown was of opinion that the ques- 
tion did not depend wholly upon cooking. - 

Rising again Mr. Upton declared that the present ten- 
dency was in the direction of wasting money, whereas 
the primary need of the moment was economy. They 
did not want to maintain expensive establishments at 
the expense of ratepayers, but rather to teach the public 
to sterilise for themselves. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE strongly supported Mr. Simpson’s 
eee 00 rticularly the recommendations at the 
close of Mr. Male’s paper. There was another issue in 
which good work was done for the veterinary profession 
which never appeared in black and white, and that was 
the opportunity of getting into more intimate contact 
with the medical profession and those who had to do with 
public health. to the actual benefits which they 
might obtain from the conference he thought possibly 
Mr. Male and Mr. Simpson would agree that unfortnate 
ly their meetings coincided with those of the Medical 

fficers of Health, and consequently if papers were read 
simultaneously in both sections it was impossible to at- 
tend both. h section only met for two days, and it 
appear to him a distinct advantage if their section could 
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be arranged for two days other than those on which the 
medical officers of health met. At the last Congress 
they both fell on ey we A and Friday, and he would 
suggest Tuesday and Wednesday being selected on the 
next occasion, for the advantage of both sides. In spite 
of the possible accusation that {might be made against 
him of neglecting his duties, he made a point of at- 
tending some of the meetings of the {medical officers of 
health at the last agrees ; but they were very crowd- 
ed together and he had been unable to enter into them 
properly. Medical officers would also like to attend 
veterinary meetings, and it would have a good effect if 
a recommendation were sent from their fAssoclation on 
this point. At the next meeting of the Central Associ- 
ation he intended to bring forward a similar resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN intimated that Mr. Malcolm would be 
at Birmingham in connection with the next conference 
and they would probably achieve their purpose by 
writing to him personally with a request to adjust the 
arrangements in the required manner. 

In replying to the vote of thanks, Mr. Male said it had 
been a great pleasure to him to attend the conference. 
He had learnt a lot, and he had enjoyed it very much. 
He hoped that next time someone else would be selected 
as a delegate who would represent them more ably. 

Prof. WooLpDRIDGE moved thata recommendation be 
sent from the Association to the Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute’ that if possible the veterinary surgeons should not 
_— ao the same days as the Medical Officers of 

ealth. 

Mr. McInTosuH considered it would be much better if 
the resolution were forwarded by the National Associ- 
ation. If they, as a Society, merely spoke for themselves 
it would not carry so much weight as if it were done 
centrally. 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE disagreed, on the ground that it 
was more effective to hammer a point home on several 
occasions than to make representations once. Further, 
the National were not represented at the Conference, to 
which they had refused to send a delegate, and they had 
not the same locus standi in the matter as this Associa- 
tion. 

Mr. WiLueTT seconded Prof. Wooldridge’s resolution, 

but Mr. Male still favoured aqprenenaas r. Malcolm 
privately, pointing out that by sending a resolution 
publicly they might appear to be poaching on other 
people’s preserves. 
_ Prof. WooLpRIDGE said the matter of arrangement of 
sessions lay not with the President (Mr. Malcolm) but 
with the Institute, and therefore it would be useless to 
approach him. 

r. ReYNoLps agreed with Mr. McIntosh, and con- 
sidered the recommendation would be best sent by the 
National. The point was: were any other associations 
going to send similar recommendations? If not, one 
isolated request would carry but little weight. He 
moved as an amendment that the request went through 
the National Association. 

Mr. CoLEMAN supported the amendment. ' 

Mr. McINTosuH pointed out that the National ought 
to carry more weight than their own Association, be- 
cause it could speak with the authority of the whole 
profession. If various associations were to send in re- 
solutions of a conflicting character no notice would be 
taken of any of them. He would second Mr. Reynolds’ 
amendment. 

Mr. ReYNoLps suggested that by giving the National 
such work as this to do they would be making it a 
useful body. , 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE : We don’t want the National to 
emasculate other associations. 

Mr. Simpson held that they as an Association were 


more entitled to send the resolution than the National, 
seeing that the latter body had chosen to ignore an ex_ 


tremely important Congress. Ifthe National were such 
a live body as it was represented as being it should have 
sent several i pre to support the profession at the 
Congress, ins of which they sent none at all. 

Mr. McIntTosuH : I quite agree that the National had 
practically ceased to exist in the past, but it was recon- 
structed within the last month. 

Mr. ReyNoLps’ amendment was put to the meeting 
and carried by eight votes to six. 

The Hon. TREASURER said he was particularly anxious, 
to hand over a good balance, and there were a number 
of arrears which he would like to receive as soon as 
possible. The question of dealing with back subscrip- 
tions of members on service would be settled at the next 
meeting. So he would not refer to it then. 


“ LESIONS IN THE DIAGNosis OF SWINE FEVER.” 
By Mr. E. Brown.— Discussion. 


Mr. CoLEeMAN thanked Mr. Brown for his excellent 
paper, he had been principally struck by the fact that 
typical lesions seemed very untypical, because through- 
out the paper seemed to speak rather disparagingly of 
lesions being typical. It appeared on the whole that the 
diagnosis of swine fever was quite in its infancy. He 
would like to ask what steps were taken by the Board 
to come to a decision as to whether a reported case was 
swine fever or not ? 

Mr. Upton said he belonged to the old set, and was 
brought up with one of the greatest authorities on swine 
fever, the late Mr. Stanley Edgar, Chief Veterinary - 
Inspector for Kent. He considered that the whole thing 
was a snare and a delusion, and he looked upon the term 
“swine fever” as the greatest bit of bunkum imagin- 
able. He quoted cases which had come under his per- 
sonal experience which had been thought to be swine 
fever but which he did not think were cases of swine 
fever. An manent point was that when pigs were 
exposed to market in the heat of the summer they were 
not allowed to go home immediately after the sale, but 
had to acclimatise, and be kept on the premises for 28 
pe i during which time he had no doubt they would de- 
velop a fever of some kind. His opinion was that one 
could spend al’ the money in the country and yet not 
stamp out the disease. He had come to’the conclusion 
that so long as there were swine there would always be 
swine fever. 

Prof. WooLprIDGE said that as far as cold criticism 
was concerned he had very little to offer. It would be 
quite invidious for him to disagree with Mr. Brown with 
regard to the clinical indications of swine fever. Man 
years in the West country, the dairy farmers mn 
to tell him that they could produce swine fever at will 
at any time by bad feeding. At the time he disregarded 
the statement, but since then ideas have altered some- 
what, and their beliefs had been somewhat modified. 
If sick pigs were put in the same sty as healthy pigs 
they would not cause infection—that was universally 
recognised. In England the terms swine fever and hog 
cholera were used in a somewhat different significance 
to that in other countries. In this country they were 
regarded as eyncegueres, but in America swine fever 
was called hog cholera, and they regarded it as the infec- 
tion due to an wltra-vsible virus. At the present time 
he considered the only method of diagnosis for general 
purposes was the presence of definite lesions in the ali- 
mentary canal. 

The CHAIRMAN said they were all very grateful to 
Mr. Brown for his paper, and also to Sir Stewart Stock- 
man for giving them the invitation to the Laboratory. 
He had been very kind to them on many occasions, and 
were very tohim. To some of them who 

to deal with the matter it was of very great benefit 
to go to the laboratory, see the lesions there, and hear 
what the Board considered to be the specific lesions of 
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swine fever, and also to hear from such an expert as 
Mr. Brown, who had examined so many viscera, his views 
on the matter. It was a valuable education to them. 
There was one remark which Mr. Brown made which he 
considered a very wise one. He commenced his paper 
by saying that “ swine fever has tavght me one lesson, 
and that is that it is not wise to be dogmatic over the 


question of its diagnosis.” Anybody who had anything 


to do with the question of diagnosis knew that it was a 
matter of opinion. He had heard some inspectors say 
that they had never made a mistake in the diagnosis of 
swine fever, but he should doubt that, for he would con- 
fess that he had mistakes, and very possibly the B.O.A. 
had made mistakes ; it was a very difficult question and 
he did not blame the officers of the Board for making 
mistakes in diagnosis. It seemed to him that diagnosis 
was made on the finding of swine fever or diphtheritic 
nothing else. Mr. Brown described many 
other lesions which he called more or less characteristic, 
but he was very careful not to say that they were abso- 
lutely diagnostic. He talked about lesions in various 
places, yet he did not say that any of these lesions, or 
combination of lesions, were diagnostic unless you got 
ulcer in the bowel. Later on he made the remark that 
“in this disease it was most important to consider all 
the aspects of the case.” Therefore the inspectors could 
ony make their decisions on the same basis. 

n many pigs there were no ulcers, yet they appeared 
to be suffering from the disease. He had seen a hundred 
well kept pigs and it was quite obvious when one walked 
round their sties that they had got swine fever. He 
killed one after the other until he got tired of it, and 
Fm until he had killed ten did he find the ulcer of swine 

ever. 

On another occasion he was sent back to a reported 
outbreak four times, and each time he diagnosed swine 
fever, but the Board did not confirm it because the ulcers 
were not there. The owner sold his pigs, and three 
months after they had cases of swine fever everywhere 
these pigs went. : 

It seemed therefore, that one ought to take into con- 
sideration not only the finding of these ulcers, but also 
all the other circumstances in connection with the pigs. 
In that respect of course Board Officials had not the 
same ay oy as the man who was seeing the pi 
during their life, and consequently they were at a dis- 
advantage ; and should, on that ground, take due con- 
sideration of the views of the man who saw the pigs on 
the spot. He did not say this in any spirit of criticism 


but only by way of a suggestion. 


The question of diagnosis was also one which misled 
the public. The public had an idea that swine fever 
ought to be diagnosed right off-hand and they could not 
understand why it could not be stamped out, nor why 
discrepancies occurred. Their minds were-confused over 
the whole question. If they had some other methods of 
diagnosis in addition to these ulcers it would be far 
more satisfactory ; and he hoped something would be 
found out, so that a more satisfactory position could be 
taken up in the matter. 

Had opportunities permitted he would like to have 
heard Mr. Brown’s views with regard to the percentage 
of pigs that carried the infection without being infected 
themselves. An interesting experience had befallen him 
recently. He had bought some pigs from a very big 

igree herd, and some time afterwards—they coul 

not be moved for a time—one pig of his died from swine 
fever. He notified the vendor, and advised the Board 
in the usual way, thus stopping any further movement 
of these pigs, which wou 

many of the best herds in the country. There was only 
one other man amongst those who bought the pigs who 
hadadeath. Later some fat pigs were being killed and 
a number of healed lesions were found. Nearly all the 


have otherwise gone into| fi 


pigs that were killed had these lesions, but appeared to 
getting over the disease. The restrictions were re- 
moved from the Digs they got beautifully fat, and some 
were being prepa for Smithfield and would undoubted- 
ly have won prizes there. Then they were allowed to be 
moved, and were sent down into the country, and imme- 
diately they got there some other sows were put with 
them. These sows contracted swine fever, and every 
pig on the place died from swine fever. When they 
went down they were fit and well, and he had been 
offered by the vendor himself three times the price he 
had given for the pigs. 

The question was : how long was the place to be kept 
under restrictions, and how could the disease be stam 
out. It seemed almost impossible to do so, unless they 
could inoculate all the pigs in the country—providing 
the vaccine was reliable and could be given with a dose 
of serum at the same time—thus rendering all the stock 
that was born immune. 


Repty. 


Mr. Brown said, with reference to Mr. Coleman’s re- 
marks, that it was very difficult to describe a lesion as 
being definitely typical of swine fever. There were but 
few cases when one could give a definite diagnosis on 
the evidence shown by a piece of bowel alone. In reply 
to Mr. Coleman’s query as to what steps were taken by 
the Board to come to a decision when a suspected case 
was reported ; the Board wired to one of their veterinary 
inspectors, the inspector made a visit and reported on 
what he found. If he considered it to be swine fever, he 
was obliged to send a specimen showing lesions in sup- 
port of his diagnosis. The report and the specimen 
a both considered before the official decision was 
made. 

Mr. Coteman: When they know that swine fever ex- 
ists, and yet they do not find any lesions, do they make 
any further investigation? Because if not they ought 


to. 

Mr. Brown replied in the affirmative, but said that 
he could not say what would be done in any particular 
case. Sometimes the diagnosis was settled by the evi- 
dence given by other pigs which had been in contact. 
Special experiments might also be carried out, but these 
would not be done on anything like a large scale, as the 
number of pigs necessary might run into hundreds un- 
der observation at one time. 

Mr. Upton had remarked that swine fever was a de- 
lusion and a snare. He did not know about its being a 
delusion, but it was certainly a snare. Much of what 
Mr. pe had said supported the paper. 

With reference to Prof. Wooldridge’s statements re- 
specting the production of swine fever lesions at will, 
he would like to ask a number of questions before ac- 
cepting such a statement. 

r. Male had spoken of men who had never made a 
mistake. He thought that such a man was in for a bad 
time ; he must have had all his luck. It was scarcely 
correct to say that nothing except the ulcer in the bowel 
and the diphtheritic lesions were taken into account. The 
report submitted was considered carefully, and every 
circumstance taken into account before a decision was 
arrived at. An inspector should include in his report 
everything which might be of assistance. 

Then there was the question of prosecutions. In some 
cases it was not merely a matter of making an academic 
report or one inyolving restrictions alone. It had to be 
remembered that a diagnosis of swine fever might result 
in some member of the public becoming liable to a heavy 


ne. 

Mr. Male had mentioned public opinion. The public 
were not always right in the ideas they had, and some- 
times it was properly the duty of an official to carry out 
his work equine the lines of public opinion at the time. 
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Mr. MoIntosH: Public opinion is the strongest force 
with which we have to contend. 

_ Mr. Brown : Yes, but we must not go with it every 
time. 

Mr. Mate: I was sympathising with the Board in 
view of the attitude the ge take up in the matter. 

Mr. Brown said that Mr. Male’s suggestion for stam- 
ping out the disease by vaccination was worth going in- 
to; but he was afraid that it would not be stam out 
by means of the vaccination methods at present known. 

He could not say the percen of pigs which carried 
the disease without showing signs of being infected 
themselves. The whole question of carriers was a very 
difficult one. Their existence was admitted, but he 
thought that experiments had not resulted in conclusive 
proof being obtained. That did not negative the idea. 

He remembered the case referred to by Mr. Male, and 
that Mr. Male had by prompt action prevented the pigs 
being distributed to spread the disease. 

Mr. Jiirgensen said that diagnosis used to be 
sometimes based on petechial hemorrhages. and had 
asked if that was not so still. Much depended on what 
other evidence there was, but he did not think there 
had been any change with regard to the value attached 
to petechial hemorrbages. 

hile the lesion was a — and a guide it did not 
constitute the whole case ; and no one should sit down 
and attempt the diagnosis on the evidence of lesions 
alone. What should be inferred from the lesion often 
depended on other evidence. The man on the spot had 


certainly the best opportunity of gathering evidence, | °8° 


but it might happen that he did not make enough use 
of his opportunities. 

It was also a fact that “lesions” described were some- 
times nothing more than normal anatomical features. 


Mr. MALE expressed the indebtedness of the meetin 
to Mr. Brown for his paper, and the members signifi 
their approval by applause. 

Mr. A. E. WILLETT recounted an experience that had 
recently befallen him. He. was called very hurriedly 
late one wet night to a dog that was supposed to have 
been poisoned. The history was that a number of dogs 
had been following a bitch about, and out of about 
twelve dogs four had died. As this dog was amongst 
the crowd and showing tetanic spasms, they had feared 
that the dog was poisoned. 

When he arrived the lady of the house had the dog in 
her arms, and was weeping bitter tears, and the dog was 
showing very evident tetanic spasms. By pure luck he 
happened to notice the condition of things. He asked 
the lady to retire from the room, pulled out his force 
and drew out some hairs from the penis, after which the 
dog was perfectly comfortable. 

he CHAIRMAN gave notice that he would, at the next 
meeting, raise the question of increasing the fees to in- 
— in the association’s locality. The National 
ssociation of Veterinary Inspectors had had a long 
discussion at Birmingham, and came to the conclusion 
that the fees asked from local authorities should be 
considerably raised ; they drew up a scale of fees which 
they asked members of the association to try to obtain 
from their County Councils. He hoped that a number 
of inspectors would come along, so that they could take 
action as a society. The fee suggested by the National 
Association was one guinea for each visit and inspection, 
and 10s. 6d. for each subsequent visit. If not on the 
same round—one guinea. Microscopic examinations— 
one guinea. Mileage—7}d. per mile, or 1s. 3d. for a 


double journey. 

Mr. CoLEMAN said it was suggested that the National 
should take — themselves to get fees for the whole 
country and 


us create regularity and uniformity. He 


had pointed out that in Wiltshire they had signed a pe- 
tition and sent it to their County Council, who had only 
altered the fee for examination of herds with ry re- 

tter 


ducing it to half-a-guinea. This work could be 
loot the National Association than by the Council 
of the College. 


The CuarrMaNn considered each County ought to take 
the matter up. He hoped to bring the question before 
the next meeting and try to bring about some concerted 
action. 

Mr. ReyNnowps said local societies should tackle their 
own County Councils. 

Mr. Upton thought the allowance of 74d. per mile in- 
sufficient. 

The proceedings terminated with a hearty vote of 
thanks to the Chairman for his generosity in providing 
tea, net Spe by Mr. Coleman and seconded by Mr. 
Hancock. 


MORTALITY AMONG CATTLE—STARVATION 
To the Editor of “The Veterinary Record.” 


Sir,—Your correspondent “ Sylveticus,” although he 
doubts the aoournay of my statements, not only does he 
support but actually confirms them, both with regard to 
cruelty and starvation amongst live stock. In his reply 
he quotes two cases during his limited experience in this 
country, which show that cruelty was rampant 18 years 

. Two animals, one suffering from rheumatism, the 
other from laminitis, two most painful diseases, turned 
out to live or die under such conditions on marsh land 
—plenty of water, no food mentioned. Just think what 
those poor brutes must have suffered! If this can take 

lace outside, what can we expect under cover of a 
armstead? It is unthinkable! No mention of these 
cases being reported when found starved to death. 

Sylveticus says things have changed since then. In 
what way? For better or for worse? He admits hav- 
ing seen during a drought in Australia thousands of 
animals starved to death. That is actually what takes 
place in “this,” or any other country, during a winter 
when there is no grass, and following a light’corn and 
hay crop. Why did not these break bounds! I take 
it that it was due to the same cause that operates in 
“this” country—“ Might as well stay at home as 
elsewhere to starve.” Butin the majority of cases their 
condition makes it impossible to break bounds. What 
about those kept in the farm buildings : they are at the 
mercy of the owner entirely. I am not acquit with 
the duties of a veterinary surgeon in regard to his client, 
but I can aay that if a veterinary surgeon reported his 
client for such conduct he would soon find that his 
“ piping days of peace” were ended, and would have to 
be on the look out for “a better ole.” The sooner some 
form of government control in live stock is brought into 
action the better ; the manner or form it takes does not 
concern me, or the people appointed to carry it-cut ; let 
them be ex-soldiers or land girls so long as control is 


efficient. 
Looxer On. 


A LARGE CALF. 


Sir,—I was present on Tuesday December 3oth, at a 
calving case which was remarkable on account of the 
large size of the calf. The cow wasa red shorthorn and 
had previously on different occasions successfully given 
birth to three calves. Delivery was difficult owing to 
the large propor tions of the calf, but was eventually 
accomplished with the aid of pulleys; == = 

The calf was alive at birth but expired in a few 
minutes. It was normal except for its great size. Im- 
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matin after death it was weighed on a steelyard and 
turned the scale at 140tb. On account of the great weight 
it registered, the ateelyard was thought to be inaccurate, 
but on testing it this was found not to be the case. 

The period of gestation had been unusually long, 
having extended over a period of 43 weeks 2 days. 

The cow was necessarily much weakened, and she 
strained considerably, but chlorodyne in full doses was 
given, and she is now doing well. 140th is, I believe, a 
record weight for a calf at birth, but I should like to 
know if any practitioner has met with one weighing 
more.— Yours faithfully, 


Hallaton, Mkt. Harborough. Gero. Eaton, (Class C). 
Jan. 1st, 1920. 


Personal. 


Mr, J. Paton, F.B.C.v.8., has been the recipient of an 
armchair and Mrs. Paton of a gold chain, together with 
a testimonial inscribed as follows :— 

“ Presented as a token of esteem by friends and clients 
to Mr. James Paton, F.R.c.v.s., and Mrs. Paton, along 
with a chair and gold chain, on their leaving Stevenage, 
29th December, 1919.” 


On Jany. 3rd, 1920, at Holy Trinity Church, Henley- 
on-Thames, Doris, second daughter of J. H. Carter, 
F.RO.V.8., F.B.S.E., “Avalon,” Henley-on-Tham to 
A. CARTER, M.R.C.v.8., of Nairobi, B. t 
Africa, son of J. R. Carter, M.R.c v.s., of Aldershot. 


OBITUARY. 
GrorGEe ALBERT OLIPHANT, F.B.C.v.S., Lieut.-Col. late 
A.V.D., Woburn, Beds. 
Graduated Lond : May, 1860, Fellow, Feb. 1877. 
Col. Oliphant was one of the original group of Fel- 
lows under the charter of 1876. He served as Member 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette 
Recutar Forces. Army VETERINARY Corps 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Dec. 23. 


Capt. and Bt. Maj. M. P. Walsh relinquishes the temp. 
rank of Maj. (Oct. 21); Capt. W. F. L. Bright relin- 
guishes the actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold the 
— of D.A.D.V.S. (Mar. 20) ; Capt. W. F. L. Bright 
to be actg. Maj. while holding the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. 


April 2). 
Dec. 30. 


ar: and Bt. Lt.-Col. W. S. Anthony, o.M.G., relinquishes 
the acte: rank of Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of 
D.D.VS. (Dee. 4). 

Dec. 31. 
The notification in the Gazette of ing 27, 1919, regar- 
ding Temp. Capt. E. 8. Steiner is cancelled. 

Temp. Capt. E. 8. Steiner relinquishes his commn. on 
completion of service (Aug. 21, 1919), and retains the 
rank of Capt. 

Jan. 2. 

Temp. Capt. A. B. Holland relinquishes his commn. on 

completion of service (Nov. 14, 1919), and retains the 

rank of Capt. 
Jan. 5, 

Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. G. C. O. Fowler, 0.8.8., ret. pay, 

is granted the rank of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to be empld. 

ed 10, 1919). 
aj. F. Fail, 0.B.£., retires on ret. pay, (Jan. 6), and is 

granted the rank of Lt.-Col. 


TERRITORIAL ForcE. Jan. 5. 


(actg. Maj ) A. C. Duncan, F.R.c.V.8., relinquishes 
the actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to comd.a Veterinary 


of Council 1892-95. Death occurred in a nursing home 
in London on Jan. 5th. His age was 79. 


Hosp. (June 21, 1919). 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


|  Foot- 
Rabies.| anthrax | and-Mouth | Gianders.t | Parasitio Bwine Fever. 
Cases Disease. Mange. 
Confrmd) Ont. | Ani- Out- | Ani- ani. | Sheep| 
Period. lbreaks mals, } Out- | Ani- {breaks| mals. als Scab.j| Onut- | Slaugh 
mals, breaks te a * 
(a) | (2) () () (a) 
"Week ended Jan. 3 12 | 14 7 | 318 2 2 155 | 802] 31 53 3 
1919 | 8) 1] 5 5 189 | 417] 22 26 15 
1918 8 | 10 1} 2] 161] 22] 22 6 
1917 20 | 20 | 194] 28 43 16 


a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Jan. 6, 1919 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked :— Wilts 2 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended Dec, 27 ote 1 4 1 4 
1918 eee eee . eee eee 2 18 4 8 
Corresponding Week in 1917 ... | ... ove 8 10 
1916 eee . eee eee eee | eee 24 8 39 
Total for 52 weeks, 1919 ese oie abe om 1 1 | 140 | 298 84 106 
{ in 2] | 98 352 | 36 188 
Oorrespo' period in ees aes 45 430 198 1142 
1916 ... 3 7 dic 61 506 817 1886 


ent of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Jan. 1, 1920. 
only, * As Diseased or Exposed 


Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are 


to Infection 
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